
YOU'RE INVITED
WEEK 2: MARCH 7 & 8

BIG IDEA
We can worship God by living for Him.

BIBLE
The Parable of the Pharisee and Tax 

Collector: Luke 19:1-10 (Romans 12:1; 
Matthew 5:16; Philippians 2:3-4)

LARGE GROUP TIME

WHAT? 

COUNTDOWN

Once it is time for class to start, begin the intro video. Instruct kids to clean
up and then sit in their designated group spot. As kids sit down, Small
Groups Leaders should sit with the kids in their group.

RULES

1. Listen to your small group leader.
Respect your leader and obey what they tell you.

2. Treat others the way you want to be treated.
Be a good friend.

3. Have fun!

ACTIVITY: Make a Party Hat

This month, we’re talking about a party that Jesus invites us to! We’re
learning what it means to worship God because worshiping God is a party
we’re all invited to. Who’s ready to party?! To get in the mood, let’s make
our own party hats.

INSTRUCTIONS: Print the party hat printable or use plain store-bought
party hats.Let the kids bend the paper hats into a cone shape and tape or
staple them together. They can use a hole punch to punch two holes at the
bottom across from each other, then tie rickrack trim or elastic trim to the
holes. They can use stickers and markers to decorate their hats. Keep these
party hats for the �nal week. 

What is one reason you can celebrate today?



ACTIVITY: Gummy Race

If you were here last week, you know we had a party. Today, we’re going
to keep the party going as we continue learning how to worship and
celebrate God.

I don’t know about you, but when it comes to parties, a lot of people
would say that the food is their favorite part. The cake, the ice cream, and
let's not forget the candy that comes in the goody bags. We're going to
play a game involving candy that you might get at a party.

INSTRUCTIONS: Divide the kids into teams of four. Give each team a
blindfold. Set up a start line and a place to set up the bowls for each team
with 3 gummies in them. One kid will put on the blindfold and try to walk to
wear the gummies are on the other side. The other kids on their team have
to help give them directions to the gummies. Once the person gets to their
team's bowl they have to eat three gummies. Then they take off the
blindfold, run back to their team, and another person goes.

Note: Leaders will need to put new gummies into the bowls after each
person.
FOR KIDS WITH SPEICAL NEEDS: Give your kids with special needs a

bowl of cupcake sprinkles and let them play with the sprinkles. You can hide
small objects in the sprinkles and let them try to �nd them. 

What is the coolest or most fun party you’ve ever been to? What
made it so fun?

QUESTION: Have you ever been to a surprise party?

INSTRUCTIONS: Ask the kids if they have ever been to a surprise party,
either as a guest or as the guest of honor.

One thing that is interesting about surprise parties is that the one
throwing them (hopefully) has no idea it is about to happen. They are the
guest of honor, the most important person in the room.

When the party is for you, do you think it would be easy to think
you’re more important than the other guests, or do you think you would
be humble?

Being humble means you don’t think you’re more important or better
than anyone else, even if you’re the guest of honor!

Today we’re going to hear a Bible story about what being humble has to
do with worshiping God.

THE BIG IDEA: We can worship God by living for Him.

INSTRUCTIONS: Each week, do a big reveal (and make it fun) when you
announce the Big Idea, like:

Ask the kids to give you a drum-roll by stomping their feet or patting
their laps.

Shout the Big Idea, then point to the kids and have them shout it back.
(Change it up by using funny voices, different volumes, or in�ections.)

Have a character (either recurring or rotating) come out every week to
reveal the Big Idea.



Write it on a piece of paper and hide it somewhere in the room. Have
the kids go on a “hunt” for it. When it's found, ask someone to come up
and read it.
This week's Big Idea: We can worship God by living for Him.

SO WHAT? 

BIBLE STORY:  Luke 19:1-10

If you were throwing a party, do you think you’d want to impress
people by throwing the most amazing party with the greatest
decorations, games, and food?

Planning a party should be fun, but sometimes people can get so
caught up in planning a party that they forget to really enjoy the people
there.

What should our focus be on during a party? Should it be all about
trying to impress others?

If worshiping God is a party we're invited to every day, let’slisten to a
Bible story to help us see what our hearts should be focused on every day.

INSTRUCTIONS: Look up the story in your Bible and encourage kids to
do the same. Read it!

This Bible story was about a man who was not living for God but when
Jesus invited him to be a disciple, Zacchaeus accepted Jesus' invitation
and threw a party in honor of living for Jesus Christ. 

What do you know about tax collectors? Tax collectors were known in
those days as being sinners because they cheated people to get more
money for themselves. People didn't like them because they were greedy.

But what did Jesus say to Zacchaeus? Jesus told Zacchaeus to come
down from the tree and go to his house for a party.

During the party what did Zacchaeus do and say that showed He
wanted to live for Jesus? He said that he would give back to the poor all
the money he had stolen while tax collecting. He also chooses to become
honest at his job.

How could you live like Zacchaeus to show that you worship Jesus? 
Instead of living for ourselves, we can have humility by living for Jesus

and for others. That’s one way we worship God — by living for Him, instead
of ourselves or others.

SCRIPTURE: Romans 12:1

INSTRUCTIONS: Open your Bible and look up the verse. Read Romans
12:1.

This verse says we can worship God by giving ourselves as a living
sacri�ce.

What do you think it means to offer your body to God as a living
sacri�ce? It means that we live for Him, instead of living for ourselves.



Back in the Old Testament, before Jesus came to earth, people had to
offer sacri�ces of animals to come before God. Something had to die to
take the punishment for the people’s sin so that sinful people like us could
come before a perfect God.

But then Jesus came to earth and changed everything. He was perfect
and never sinned, and then He died on the cross as the sacri�ce for our
sins, so we can come to God and have a relationship with Him.

We don’t need to bring our own animal to sacri�ce to God in order to
have a relationship with Him anymore. This verse says that the sacri�ce
God wants from us is to give Him our whole lives: our bodies, minds,
hearts and our love.

We can worship God by giving Him the gift of living for Him.

 ACTIVITY: How Can We Use Our Bodies?

We just read in Romans 12:1 that our bodies are supposed to be
offered to God as living sacri�ces, meaning that how we live can be used
to help others and worship God. So we are going to do an activity to help
us think of ways that each part of our bodies can be used to show we love
and follow Jesus. 

INSTRUCTIONS: Put kids in groups of two and give each group two
pieces of poster paper, markers, and pencils. One kid will lie down on the
paper while the other traces their outline. Then the other will do it. Kids will
then work together come up with and write down ways that each part of
their body could be used to serve others and live for Jesus. 

*Younger kids will need more assistance with this.
Possible ideas for labels: 

Mouth can be used to pray for others or to sing worship songs for
God

Hands can be used to help others with things
Head can be used to learn about God
Etc.  

NOW WHAT? 

OBJECT LESSON: A Gift for God

INSTRUCTIONS: Hold up a wrapped present and tell the kids about your
favorite birthday present that you have received.

FOR PRETEENS: Think of a gift you received when you were 10-12 years
old and tell the preteens about it. 

When we go to birthday parties, we take presents to the guest of honor.
It’s one way we show them we love them and they are special to us.

Did you know that you can give a gift to God too?You can’t wrap it up
in a box because the gift is your whole life!

That’s what worship is — it’s deciding to make our lives all about God
instead of all about ourselves.



What gift can you give to God today to show Him that you are living
for Him?

ACTIVITY: Party Menu

Cupcakes remind us of parties, but that’s not all we eat at parties. What
are your favorite foods to eat at a party?

If you were having a party and you could plan any kind of theme or
menu for it, what would you serve?

INSTRUCTIONS: Give kids paper and tell them to write or draw an
imaginary party menu. Let them share their menus with their groups.

FOR KIDS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS: Give them a menu and a sheet of
sticker foods and let them choose their favorite foods and put those
stickers on the menu. 

You all sound like you’d have some delicious food at your parties!
Next time you go to a party, here’s an easy way to practice living for God

instead of yourself: try letting others go �rst instead of being the �rst in line
for food and snacks. When you do that, you’re choosing to put God and the
other people He loves before yourself.

PRAYER: Living for God

We can worship God through singing, praying, and through having a
thankful heart. We can also worship Godby serving Him and serving
others.

What do you think it looks like to serve others with a humble heart?
Here are some things we can do to serve God and others:

Give thanks to God for everything we have.
Treating others with kindness and compassion.
Helping people who are in need.
Praying for people.
Letting others go �rst.
Speaking encouraging words to others.
Giving up something that is special to us, to help others (toys, money,

our time)
Let’s each choose one of these things to pray about. Ask God to help

you in that area of your life this week as you live for Him.

MUSIC: Worship

INSTRUCTIONS: Use the worship videos to lead the kids in
singing/dancing through 2 songs.

SCRIPTURE: Matthew 5:16

INSTRUCTIONS: Look up the verse and read it! Take out a glowstick and
make the room as dark as you canto show kids how a glowstick lights up in



the darkness.
Matthew 5:16 says that when we let our light shine, other people will

see how we’re living for God and they will praise God.
Did you know that the way we live can let other people see and praise

God? What a cool thing to think about.
When you do the right thing, or have a good attitude, or show

compassion to others, or give thanks, you’re living in a way that shines the
light of God.

The darkness represents the world and all the people who don’t know
God. When you let your light shine by living for God, you light up a dark
world.

MEMORY VERSES: John 4:24; Psalm 66:4

INSTRUCTIONS: Practice the memory verse together as a large group. 

SMALL GROUP TIME

DISCUSSION

What did the Pharisee do when he prayed? (He said he was thankful
that he wasn’t like the evil people.)

What did the tax collector do? (He asked God for mercy.)
Which one did Jesus say was doing the right thing? (The tax collector.)
What does it mean to live in humility?
Is it easy or hard to think of others before yourself?
Do you �nd yourself comparing yourself to others?
What does it mean to live for God?

SCRIPTURE: Philippians 2:3-4

INSTRUCTIONS: Look up the verse in your Bible and encourage kids to
do the same. Read it!

What does this verse say about how we should treat others?
How can you look to the interests of others, instead of yourself?

ACTIVITY: Pass the Present

INSTRUCTIONS: Give each group a small gift bag or box. Tell the kids to
sit in a circle and pass the present around until the leader says “stop.”
Whoever is holding the present will share one way they can worship God
this week.

FOR PRETEENS: Give them paper and colored pencils and have them
draw long rectangles divided into sections like comic strips. Then tell them



to draw simple pictures of stick �gures worshiping God in different parts of
their week, including speech bubbles with praises or Scriptures.

What are some ways you can give God the gift of living for Him?
When you worship and pray, don’t think about yourself or about

impressing others. Focus on praising God with all your heart.

MEMORY VERSES: John 4:24; Psalm 66:4

INSTRUCTIONS: Practice the memory verse together as a small group. 

Points: Kids get points for things listed below. Add weekly points 
and insert that number next to their name for the given week.

Dot Stickers 10 Points
Bring your Bible to class 50 Points
Memorize monthly verses 50 points/verse
Attend Redeemer’s Kids Class 100 Points
Bring a friend who doesn’t attend Redeemer’s 100 Points
Weekly Postcard Points: (Put check mark next to each you’ve given

them points for)
Memorized Weekly Big Idea 50 Points
Read Bible Daily 100 Points


