
YOU'RE INVITED
WEEK 3: MARCH 14 & 15

BIG IDEA
We can worship God during hard 

times.

BIBLE
Paul and Silas Worship in Jail: Acts 
16:20-34 (Philippians4:12-13; John 

16:23; Philippians 4:4; 1 
Thessalonians 5:16-18)

LARGE GROUP TIME

WHAT?

COUNTDOWN

Once it is time for class to start, begin the intro video. Instruct kids to clean
up and then sit in their designated group spot. As kids sit down, Small
Groups Leaders should sit with the kids in their group.

RULES

1. Listen to your small group leader.
Respect your leader and obey what they tell you.

2. Treat others the way you want to be treated.
Be a good friend.

3. Have fun!

ACTIVITY: Skit: Party With No Decorations

INSTRUCTIONS: You can do this skit with one adult or two. If you do it
with one adult, the person talking can change the script to pretend that a
friend forgot the decorations and say most of the lines as though they are
talking to themselves.

Person 1: I am so excited for this party you’re throwing today!
Person 2: I’m excited too! So, did you get the decorations?
Person 1: The decorations? What decorations? I didn’t get any . . .
Person 2: (Upset, frustrated.) You didn’t? I thought you were going to

get the decorations!
Person 1: I thought you were going to get them!
Person 2: How can we have a party with no decorations? No

balloons, no confetti, no streamers, no banners, no pretty table cloths or



plates or napkins, no fun garland.This is not okay. I don’t think we can
have a party without any of that stuff.

Person 1: Maybe we can make our own, or just have the party and
have fun without any decorations. Look, we have all our friends here!
(Point to the kids.)

Person 2: That will never work.
Person 1: Look. All these friends are here already, and they are ready

to party with us. We can still have fun. Why don’t we see if they can help
us make our own decorations?

Person 2: With what?
Person 1: Well, we have this construction paper. Can you all help us

make fun banners and confetti for the party? (Pass out the construction
paper and markers to a few kids and let them help you make banners.
Pass out the paper and scissors and let them help you cut it into confetti.
Give them a few minutes to work while you �nish talking.)

Person 1: The decorations are not the most important things in a
party. You can have a party even if you don’t have decorations, or a cake,
or food, or gifts. All you need to have a party is the right attitude and
people who are ready to party. Are you guys ready to party?

IMAGE: Pretty Party Decorations

INSTRUCTIONS: Show the kids the Pretty Party Decorations image from
your Week 3 folder.

What part of this party looks the most fun?
Sometimes we think the best parties are the ones with the best and

prettiest decorations. Some people go through a lot of trouble to make
their parties look fancy, but you don’t need decorations to have a great
party.

You could have a party in an unlikely place, like your living room, or in
someone’s driveway, or in a big empty �eld. If you have the right people
and you’re ready to celebrate, that’s all you need.

But sometimes we don’t feel like celebrating, do we? Sometimes we’ve
had a di�cult day, or we’re upset, or things in our lives are hard. It’s not
easy to have a party when life is di�cult.

But even when things don’t look good, there is always a reason to
celebrate.

Today we’re going to talk about some people who celebrated and
praised God in an unlikely place. They didn’t have anything fancy and didn’t
have the best circumstances, but they had thankful hearts.

 QUESTION: When Life Isn't a Party

It is fun to talk about parties. They are fun and exciting, but sometimes life
is hard and we may not feel like partying. 

What are some circumstances (problems) in life that wouldn't make
you want to have a party? *Be prepared to get some heavy answers from
kids.*



Yes. Sometimes things happen in our lives that don't make us want to party.
We don't always feel happy and we can have really hard times. Today, we
are going to hear some stories about people who chose to worship God
during really hard.

 STORY: Leader's Testimony

INSTRUCTIONS: Have a leader share their testimony about a hard time
in his/her life, but how they chose to keep worshipping God. 

You might even consider having a guest speaker to share his/her
testimony. 

 

THE BIG IDEA: We can worship God during hard times.

INSTRUCTIONS: Each week, do a big reveal (and make it fun) when you
announce the Big Idea, like:

Ask the kids to give you a drum-roll by stomping their feet or patting
their laps.

Shout the Big Idea, then point to the kids and have them shout it back.
(Change it up by using funny voices, different volumes, or in�ections.)

Have a character (either recurring or rotating) come out every week to
reveal the Big Idea.

Write it on a piece of paper and hide it somewhere in the room. Have
the kids go on a “hunt” for it. When it's found, ask someone to come up
and read it.
This week's Big Idea: Wecan worship God during hard times.

 SO WHAT? 

BIBLE STORY:  Acts 16:20-34

In today’s Bible story, we’ll learn about two guys named Paul and Silas,
who loved God and loved telling people about Him. They traveled all
around telling people about Jesus. But one day, they ran into some trouble.
Some people were so upset with them for telling people about Jesus that
they threw them in jail.

Jail does not sound like a fun place to be. Do you think Paul and Silas
felt sad because their situation didn’t seem very fun? Let’s �nd out.

INSTRUCTIONS: Look up the story in your Bible and encourage kids to
do the same. Read it!

FOR KIDS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS: Create a jail using a shoe box and
some string. Put two dollhouse �gures (or paper cutout people) behind the



“bars” of the shoebox jail. Let the child hold Paul and Silas and act out the
Bible story. 

When Paul and Silas got thrown in jail, were they upset because
things didn’t look good? No! The Bible says they were praying and singing
to God! Even when their lives were really hard, they were still worshiping!
Can you believe it? They were worshiping God in jail.

Do you think you’d be worshiping God if you were thrown in jail?
Maybe you’ve never been in jail, but think about this: you’ve probably

had some bad days or had things happen to you that didn’tseem fair.
Maybe you’ve had a hard time at school, or things at home haven’t gone
the way you wanted them to. Maybe you don’t have good friends or you are
in trouble at school. Maybe you are �ghting a lot with your brother or sister
or someone you love hasbeen sick.

Can you still worship God when things don’t look good or don’t seem
fair?The answer is yes!

You can worship God when things are great, and you can worship
God during hard times too.

SCRIPTURE: Philippians 4:12-13

INSTRUCTIONS: Look up the verse and read it!
Jesus gives us strength to worship during hard times. You can’t always

choose what happens to you. But you can choose how you react to it.
Paul reminds us that in both the good times and the not-so-good times,

we canlook to Jesusto give us strength, no matter what.
What do you think it looks like to worship God even when things

aren’t going well?
We can worship God in the hard times by:

Trusting Him.
Praying to Him.
Reading our Bibles.
Singing worship songs.
Telling others about Him.
Having a good attitude.
Giving thanks, instead of complaining.

It’s not always easy to worship God when life is hard, but we can
worship God because we know that He will help us through our hard times.

In this story,God brought a mighty earthquake that shook the prison
andsetall of the prisoners free.

Then God helped them even more by allowing them to continue to do
what they loved — telling others about Jesus. They got to tell the jailer and
the jailer’s family about Jesus, and they all decided they wanted to follow
Him too.

Even in hard times, we can worship because we know God is still with
us.

RESPONSE: Balloon Messages



INSTRUCTIONS: Give each kid a balloon.Instruct them to blow them up
and tie them (or you can in�atethem all ahead of time). Give them a
permanent marker and tell them to write or draw something di�cult they’ve
faced in the past or are facing now.

FOR KIDS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS: It may be hard for kids with special
needs to talk about some of the challenges they have faced, but having
someone available to talk with them about their struggles or challenges can
be a great opportunity to show empathy and remind them that even during
challenging times, God cares for them. Save for next activity.

These balloons remind us of party decorations, but we learned today
that we can even celebrate even without the decorations. In the same way,
wecan join God’s party and worship Him even when life is hard.

Think of a way you can worship or a reason they can thank God even
during that hard time.

You can worship God at church, you can worship Him at home, you can
worship Him when things are going great in your life, and you can worship
Him during your hard times too.

Ask God to help you choose joy and choose to worship Him during hard
times.

Hang on to those balloons, because we’re going to use them in our next
game.

ACTIVITY: Balloon Pop

INSTRUCTIONS: Split your group into two teams and tell each team to
put their in�ated balloons on one side of the room. The kids will line up ten
feet away from their balloons. When you say, “Go,” they will send one person
from their team relay-race style to run to the pile of balloons and pop one
balloon, then run back and tag the next person in line.

FOR KIDS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS: Alert kids with sensory sensitivities
ahead of time that this is going to be a loud activity. You may want to let
them sit in a separate part of the room.

FOR PRETEENS: Pair them up and giving each pair a balloon. They have
to pop the balloon by placing it between themselves and hugging, or
between their backs and smashing it. See which pair can pop their balloon
�rst. 

Just like we popped those balloons just now with our hard times
written on them, we can overcome our hard times in real life by choosing
to worship God instead of being angry or hopeless.

When you start to feel discouraged or you’re going through a hard
time, how can you turn your attitude and your heart around?

What can you do to remind yourself to focus on God and worship
Him?

NOW WHAT? 



SCRIPTURE: John 16:33; Philippians 4:4

INSTRUCTIONS: Open your Bible and look up John 16:33. Read it
together.

Jesus experienced hard times too — even harder than the hard times
we’ve experienced. Hewas killed on a cross for something He didn’t
deserve.

Jesusdoesn’t promise us that our liveswill always be perfect, but Paul
and Silas remind us that even when hard things happen, we can still
choose to worship God with joy.

Think about some hard times you have been through.How did God help
you through them?

INSTRUCTIONS:Open your Bible and look up Philippians 4:4. Read it
together.

What does it mean to have joy and rejoice? Can you be joyful even
when life is hard?

Some people can be happy only when everything in their lives goes well,
but true joy comes from God. With God, we can have real joy, even during
hard times.

ACTIVITY: Thank You Cards

INSTRUCTIONS: Give kids some Thank You cards and some markers
and crayons. Let them decorate the cards.

FOR PRETEENS:Take this to the next level by challenging preteens to
write two Thank You cards: one to God and the second for a person. 

When we get a gift at a party, we send thank you notes to thank people
for their gifts. Since God is good to us, we can thank Him too.

Let’s writethank you notes to God for His gifts of love, forgiveness,
and salvation.

MUSIC: Worship

We can worship God, even in the hard times. We’re going to have a
party today by worshiping God with a song that reminds us He is with us.

Even if you’re having a hard time right now, worship God because He is
with us!

INSTRUCTIONS: Spend some time singing together. You can sing any
songs you'd like, but for this lesson but we like, "Raise a Hallejuah" by Bethel.
This song specifcally focuses on how worship is our weapon during hard
times. (Rachel Hawkins has a copy of it.)  

MEMORY VERSES: John 4:24; Psalm 66:4

INSTRUCTIONS: Practice the memory verse together as a large group.



SMALL GROUP TIME

DISCUSSION

What were Paul and Silas doing that got them thrown in jail? (Telling
people about Jesus.)

Why do you think Paul and Silas still worshiped God when they were
thrown in jail?

How did Paul and Silas get out of jail? (An earthquake shook the prison
walls down.)

What did Paul and Silas do when the jailer was upset? (They told him
it was okay and told him about Jesus. Then he and his family decided to
followJesus.)

When we are going through a hard time, how can we worship God?
We don’t like to think about them, but we all go through hard times.

Share one thing that you are going to do to keep worshiping God the
next time you face a di�cult time.

SCRIPTURE: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

INSTRUCTIONS: Look up the verse in your Bible and encourage kids to
do the same. Read it!

Which one of these is the easiest for you to do: rejoice always, pray
continually, give thanks in all circumstances”?

What does it mean to rejoice always? How can you do this?
What does it mean to pray continually? How can you do this?
What does it mean to give thanks in all circumstances? How can you

do this?

 RESPONSE: 

Back in January we learned about the life of Jesus Christ. 
Do you remember the story of Jesus being tempted in the

desert? (Review if necessary.) 
How did Jesus respond to Satan's temptation? He always responded

by quoting God's word. 
Then today we learned that Paul and Silas responded to hard times by

singing praises to God. So let's each make a list of verses and songs that
we can sing and recite when we are having hard times in life.

INSTRUCTIONS: Help kids to think of songs and �nd verses that could
help to encourage them during di�cult times. Help students to think
speci�cally for themselves and some hard things that may be happening
their lives.

Possible situations: friends being mean, a relative dies, �ghts with
siblings, parents are divorced, etc. 



ACTIVITY: Balloon Race

INSTRUCTIONS: Split the kids in your small group into pairs. Give each
group a balloon and a marker. Tell them to write on the balloon some
reasons they can praise and worship God. Tell them to work together to get
their balloon across the room and back, but they can’t touch it with their
hands. They can put it between their heads or stand back-to-back and
waddle to the wall and back.

How hard would this activity be to do without a partner?
How can friends help us when we’re going through di�cult times?

How can you help someone else who is going through a hard time right
now?

Do you think Paul and Silas helped each other have a good attitude
and have strength when they were in jail?

MEMORY VERSES: John 4:24; Psalm 66:4

INSTRUCTIONS: Have each child say a different word of the verse as
you go around a circle. If someone messes up then you must start at the
beginning of the verse. Continue around the circle as many times until you
have saide both verses.

 PRAYER

INSTRUCTIONS: Take some time to pray for one another, speci�cally focus
on asking for God's help during hard times.

Points: Kids get points for things listed below. Add weekly points 
and insert that number next to their name for the given week.

Dot Stickers 10 Points
Bring your Bible to class 50 Points
Memorize monthly verses 50 points/verse
Attend Redeemer’s Kids Class 100 Points
Bring a friend who doesn’t attend Redeemer’s 100 Points
Weekly Postcard Points: (Put check mark next to each you’ve given

them points for)
Memorized Weekly Big Idea 50 Points
Read Bible Daily 100 Points


